
First Last Department Academic 
Rank Position Highest 

Degree Degree 1 Degree 2 Degree 3 Degree 4 Degree 5

James Balthazor Chemistry Associate 
Professor Ph.D. B.A., Fort Hays State 

University, 2011
B.S., Fort Hays State 
University, 2011

Ph.D., Kansas State 
University, 2015

Krisztina Bencze Chemistry Assistant 
Professor Ph.D.

B.S., University of 
Babes-Bolyai 
(Romania), 1995

Ph.D., University of 
Szeged (Hungary), 
2000

Margaret Braasch-Turi Chemistry Assistant 
Professor Ph.D.

B.S., South Dakota 
School of Mines and 
Technology, 2016

Ph.D., Colorado 
State University, 
2023

Arvin Cruz Chemistry Associate 
Professor

Chair, 
Department of 
Chemistry

Ph.D.
B.S., De La Salle 
University (Manila), 
1998

Ph.D., Wichita State 
University, 2009

Stephen Donnelly Chemistry Assistant 
Professor Ph.D.

B.S., Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 
University, 1986

M.S., University of 
Rochester, 1988

Ph.D., University of 
Rochester, 1995

Edwin Olmstead, Jr. Chemistry Assistant 
Professor Ph.D. B.S., Kansas State 

University, 1991
Ph.D., Duke 
University, 1998

Steven Reed Chemistry Adjunct 
Instructor

Lab Program 
Manager M.S.E. B.S., Fort Hays State 

University, 1993
B.S., Fort Hays State 
University, 2012

M.S.E., Fort Hays 
State University, 
2021

Dean Stramel Chemistry Adjunct 
Instructor M.S. B.S., Kansas State 

University, 1977
M.S., Kansas State 
University, 1981

Masakatsu Watanabe Chemistry Assistant 
Professor Ph.D. B.A., West Virginia 

Universitty, 1986
Ph.D., University of 
Pennsylvania, 1991
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